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SCHOOLS AND CLASSES FOR FEEBLE-MINDED AND 
' ~ SUBNORMAL CHILDREN, 1926-27 


This report contains statistics of schodls and classes for feeble- 
‘minded and for subnormal ‘children, These children are“instructed 
in three types of schools, State schools and private schools accept 
mental defectives who are not insane nor charged with criminal 
acts. The city’ day schiols accept children who, are subuormal, 
backward, and mentally retarded, and place them in special classes,, 
where they receive individual instruction and attention. State and 
private schools have boarding departments where the child can be 
cared for,gas well as instructed, and where attendants ‘are supplied; 
and they take full responsibility for the welfare of those committed 
to their care. City day Schools have their pupils only for the period 
of instruction, as a rule Have no attendants to asuist in the care of 
pupils, and they allow the pupils to return to their homes after the 
school day is over. Classes in city day schools are usually called 
“opportunity classes,” “ungradéd classes,” “‘claases for defectives,” 
tte. Orraccount of the higher mentality of pupils in these city schools, 
statistics are kept separate for the three ‘types of achools wherever it 
is possible to do so. a . 

Reports are included for 51 State institutions. Nb report was’ 
recerved from the Wrentham (Mass.) State school, the Missouri. 
Colony for Feeble-Minded and Epileptics, the Oklahoma Institute 
for Feeble-Minded, the (Texas) State Colony forthe Feeble-Minded, , 
or the (Virginia) State Colony for Epileptics and Feeble-Minded. 
Statistics for 1922 were used for those not reporting, where the 
institution was believed to he in existence in 1927. ' Rahs 

Reports were received from 30 private institutions, and 1922 date 
were included for 4 more which did not report in 1927. Reports are 
included also for 218 city day schools. The 1922 report contains data 
from 51 State schools, 30 private schools, and from 138 city schools. 
Eighty-five more reports from oity schools are included in 1927 than © 
in 1922 and 4 more reports from. private schobls, In 1922 Teporta 
were included for 214 schools and in 1927 for 303 schools. 
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INSTRUCTORS © 


- * 

The number of instructors in State schools increased from 492 in 
922 to 580 in 1927, in private schools from, 143 to 195, and in city 
whools from 1,321 to 2,718. In State schools 20 per cent of the in- 
sructors are men; in private schools, 12,8 per cent; and in city achools, 

6.4 per cent are men. re : 
; ASSISTANTS . mt 8 

‘State schoola report 4,047 assistants and private schools report 
435. These assistants do.no teaching, but they serve in matters of - 
comfort and care of the inmates. No assistants are reported in ogy 
wehool systems, A ee ee eA 
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\ | INMATES AND PUPILS ; - Te 


The number enrolled in State institutions increased from 27,002 
in 1914 toH9,791 in 1927, an increase of about 78 per cent. Thess 
inmates are about equally divided as to sex. In the private institu. 
tions, enrollments have increased from 916 to 2,416 since 1914, a 
increase of about 164 percent. The sex distribution in these schools 
has been about equal, excepting that in 1927 there ara 378 more boys 
than girls, ; ; 

’ In city schools the number enrolled in classes. for subnormal and 
backward children has increased: from 10,890 -in 1914 to 51,814 in 
1927,-an increase of 40,924 in 13 years, or 376 per cent, City schools 
have been enrolling about twice as many boys as girls in these classes 

' ever since 1914, when statistics of this type were first included with 

a) those of State and private schools. »’ ‘ 

«These increases in enrollments, which are far greater than increases 
in the population, do not indicate that the percentage of feebly- 
mindedness is on the increase. It means rather that we are taking 
better care of the unfortunate children. Within the past 10-year 
the number of city schools in which classes are orgahized for children 
of low mental] capacity has about doubled. In addition to academic 
work these'pupils are taught music, household arts, agriculture, 
manual training, and certain trades, all of which are designed to 
make the inmate as nearly self supportmg as possible. 

The tabulation which follows shows how these boys and girls are 
classified as to mentality in the different types of schools. 


Mentality of pupils in different types of schools 
‘ . IN BTATE SCHOOLS 


‘Percentage of those whos 
mentality is classed as— 
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In State schools and in private schools from one-fifth to one-fourth 
of the pupils classified as to mentality are in the low group, and 
approximately one-third in the high group. In city schools .ohe- 
seventh are in the’low group and nearly one-half in the high r 
Since the inmates of State and of private schools are sent to those 
institutions largely because they need care as well as training, it is 
possible #that a different basis is used in-grading mentality than is 
wed in city systems. . ‘ 4 


TaBLE i—Rivttw of statistics of schools and classes for feebdle-minded and sub-' 
; normal children, 1900-1927 - 
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